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Scope of Bible Project Expanded 
As Fund Surpasses First Goal 


The Bible Translation Fund of the Jewish Publication Society has now 
passed its first great milestone, and has traveled almost a third of the way 
towards its second, it is reported by President Edwin Wolf, 2nd. 


This Fund is being gathered by the 
Society to make possible its most im- 
portant work in more than half a 
century: development and _ publica- 

jon of an entirely new English trans- 

ion of the Bible, with a whole 
galaxy of collateral works, all illumi- 
nated by the latest attainments of 
modern scholarship. Originally, the 
goal was the translation itself, and 
the Fund set its sights on the figure 
of $150,000. Both goals — scholarly 
and monetary — have now been sur- 
passed. 


Contributors Urge Added Works 


They have been left behind because 
contributors across the country, in 
their enthusiasm for the entire proj- 
ect, have urged the Society to raise 
its sights and plan a broader pub- 
lishing program, including the Penta- 
teuch in Hebrew and English, the 
Tanach in both languages, a Commen- 

y based on the extensive research 

e by the Editorial Committee 
working on the new translation, a 
Concordance, a Bible for children and 
other related works. Outstripping the 
Society’s original goal, these contrib- 
utors have to date given or pledged 
more than $200,000 toward these 
efforts. 





New Goal Set at $300,000 
The second milestone, therefore, 
has been set at $300,000. This will 
make possible publication of both the 
Pentateuch and Tanach in Hebrew 
and English. Beyond that, additional 
funds will be needed to produce the 
other works for which the community 
has voiced a strong and clear demand. 
We are sure that all members and 
friends of the JPS share our excite- 
ment with both the response to our 
initial program and the truly monu- 
mental endeavor of scholarship and 
publication which is now envisioned. 
Many of them have participated in 
the response which has led to this 
broadening of goals. 
(Continued on Page 7) 





Our List for 1959 


The ten books selected by the So- 
ciety for publication in 1959 include 
works of imagination and scholarship, 
history and archaeology, biography, 
sociology and dramatic anecdote—for 
all readers and for every reader, 
young and old. A full description of 
the books will be found on pages 4 
and 5 of this issue. 
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JPS books for 1959 and future years 


were planned by the Publication Com- 
mittee, meeting on October 12 at the 
House of Living Judaism, on Fifth Ave- 
nue in New York. Seated, left to right, 
are: Sol Satinsky, JPS Vice President; 
Lesser Zussman, Executive Secretary; 
Edwin Wolf, 2nd, President; Dr. Jacob 
R. Marcus, Vice President; Dr. Solomon 
Editor and Secretary of the 
Committee, and Philip Slomovitz, Hon- 


Grayzel, 





orary Vice President. Standing are: Dr. 


Simon Greenberg, Maxwell Whiteman, 
Phillip Sang, Dr. Koppel S. Pinson, Dr. 
Shalom Spiegel, Frank J. Rubenstein, 
Dr. Salo W. Baron, Dr. Joseph H. Look- 
stein, Leo Guzik, Honorary President 
Jack Solis-Cohen, Jr., Robert D. Abra- 
hams, Harry Schneiderman, Dr. Judah I. 
Goldin, David J. Galter, Dr. Azriel Eisen- 
berg and Albert Mordell. Judge Louis 

Levinthal, Chairman of the Public 
Committee, was unable to attend. 





1958 Publishing Program Completed 


With the publication in November 
of JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY by Leo 
Baeck, our 1958 publishing program 
is all but complete, awaiting only the 
publication of Volume 60 of the AMER- 
ICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK, which, as 
always, will appear in the first quar- 
ter of the following year. 

Any member who has not yet re- 
ceived all his 1958 books—excepting 
the YEAR Book—should notify the 
Executive Secretary, so that a tracer 
may be initiated. 

Those few members who have not 
yet renewed their 1958 memberships 
are urged not to let the year come 
to an end without doing so, and for- 
warding their dues payments. As you 
know, the Society is not a commer- 
cial book club. Both its publishing 


program and its membership struc- 
ture are designed to fulfill a commu- 
nity responsibility: publication and 
dissemination of works of true value, 
on Jewish themes, in English. Your 
membership helps make possible the 
discharge of that responsibility, while 
at the same time guaranteeing that 
you will have in your library the books 
without which it cannot be complete. 


The JPS Bookmark *® 


Published quarterly by The Jewish 
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British Edition 
Of JPS Bible Hailed 


e London Chronicle 


The London Jewish Chronicle, which 
has earned worldwide respect as the 
leading organ of British Jewry, re- 
cently hailed the JPS Bible, originally 
published in 1917, as ‘“‘a modern clas- 
sic,’ and “one of the strongest links 
in the chain that binds together the 
English-speaking countries.” The oc- 
casion was a review of a reprinted 
edition of the JPS Bible, brought out 
in England, by arrangement with the 
Cambridge University Press. 

Readers of the Bookmark will be 
interested in the views of the Chron- 
icle, as contained in the review by 
Hugh Harris: 

“Yhis English version of the Hebrew 
Bible has rightly become a modern 

assic and is now everywhere recog- 

sed by English-speaking Jews as the 
standard version in the vernacular. In 
their preface to the original edition 
of 1917, the translators expressed 
their objective as follows: 

“Tt aims to combine the spirit of Jew- 
ish tradition with the results of Biblical 
scholarship, ancient, medieval, and mod- 
ern. It gives to the Jewish world a trans- 
lation of the Scriptures done by men im- 
bued with the Jewish consciousness, while 
the non-Jewish world, it is hoped, will 
welcome a translation that presents many 
passages from the Jewish traditional 
point of view.’ 

“This splendid objective was com- 
pletely achieved; and during the past 
forty years this renowned work has 
constantly been reprinted to a total of 
hundreds of thousands of copies. 


bted to the enterprise of the Cam- 

idge University Press, which has 
just produced a reprinting of this 
volume that will make it far more 
readily obtainable in this country and 
at a much more reasonable price than 
hitherto. This is a real service not 
only to the Jewish community but to 


Qed’ Jewry is now greatly in- 
r 








Bible-lovers of all faiths; and it is in 
fine keeping with the traditions of the 
Cambridge University Press, which is 
famed for its productions in the field 
of Biblical literature. 

“On the title-page, however, appears 
an erroneous ascription: ‘The Jewish 


’ 


Publications Society of America. 
Moreover, on the verso appear the 
words: ‘Second impression, August, 
1917’ (apparently through the re- 
printing by photolithography using 
that very early impression). This is 
unfortunate, as some forty impres- 
sions have since appeared. 

“As well as the ordinary edition, the 
Jewish Publication Society produced 
in 1955 a new edition, which differed 
not only in format and type but also 
contained a number of_ internal 
changes, such as the respelling of 
some archaic words and the correc- 
tion of a number of misprints, al- 
though no other changes were made 
in the text of the translation. 

“However, Biblical scholarship does 
not stand still. In 1953 it was an- 
nounced that the leading rabbinical 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Israel, History, Archaelogy, Biography: 


Our List for 1959 @ 


HE 70TH ANNIVERSARY of the Jewish Publication Society was marked by 

heightened activity which included a greater than normal number of new books 
as well as several new ventures—Covenant Books and a new series of paperbacks. 
We now return with increased enthusiasm to the pursuit of our established goals, 
and continue to provide books from which readers can draw information and guid- 
ance derived from the literary sources and historical experience of our people. 


We again offer a list of ten titles to 
be published in 1959. The Publication 
Committee and the Board of Trustees 
picked these ten from a considerably 
larger number of available manuscripts, 
not only because these books are the 
most likely to stand the test of time, but 
also because they provide an immediately 
useful record of Jewish life and thought. 


One of the ten titles is the volume for 
the year 1960 (5720) in our distinguished 
series of Year Books. Since it will be the 
sixty-first in the series and the eleventh 
published in the new format, a word 
about the entire series of Year Books 
is in order. It would be hard to poini to 
a shelf of books historically more help- 
ful and sociologically more informative. 
The sixty volumes already published con- 
stitute a rare collection of source mate- 
rial for the history of the Jews during 
the past half-century. Moreover, each 
volume is valuable for its own contents, 
giving a picture of current Jewish life 
and problems and serving as a reference 
for all sorts of useful information. No 
intelligent person, let alone one inter- 
ested in any aspect of Jewish public 
service, can afford to omit this volume 
from his reference shelf. 


Four Covenant Books 


Covenant Books account for four titles 
on our list for 1959. To name them will 
indicate the extent to which these books 
are likely to serve their avowed pur- 
pose of introducing Jewish young men 
and women to heroic personalities of 
our people’s past. The first two, sched- 
uled to appear in early Spring, are 
a volume about Emma Lazarus (LIBER- 
TY’S DAUGHTER) by Eve Merriam, and 





one on Major Alfred Mordecai (THE 
UNCOMMON SOLDIER) by Robert D. Abra- 
hams. Both these American Jewish per- 
sonalities of the nineteenth century de- 
serve to be better known by the rising 
generation. The authors of these biogra- 
phies, moreover, recognized and utilized 
the drama with which these lives were 
filled. 

The other two Covenant Books sched- 
uled for publication in the Fall of 1959 
deal with two men as widely differe 
in temper and approach as they we 
distant in time and place, yet both exem- 
plify the fate and flow of Jewish life. 
The first is Isaac Aboab (THE FIRST 
AMERICAN RABBI), whose story is told 
by Emily Hahn; the second is I. L. 
Peretz (THE KEY), whose boyhood ad- 
ventures and rise to literary fame are 
described by Sylvia Rothchild. If Cove- 
nant Books achieve nothing more than to 
introduce our young people to such 
dedicated Jewish personalities, they will 
have been worthwhile. But these books 
are bound to have an effect also on 
character and on the young people’s 
attitude toward Jewish values. 

We speak of the Covenant Books as 
being meant for the younger people, yet 
any number of adults have whispered 
to us about the pleasure they had se- 
cretly derived from reading the volum 
in this series which appeared in 195 
Let us hope that none of us has become 
so mentally rigid and burdened as to be 
incapable of enjoying literature meant 
for the young. There should be no bar- 
rier between one and the other type of 
book. We urge our adult members to 
read the Covenant Books and to let us 
know how they enjoyed them. 


y | 
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Adjustment in Israel 


The major part of the list is meant 
for adults because the books to be pub- 
lished deal with events and problems 
which require a background of experience 

be followed and understood. The vol- 

e TEARS AND LAUGHTER IN AN ISRAELI 
CouRTROOM, by Justice Shneor Cheshin 
of the Supreme Court of Israel, for 
example, is full of interesting and amus- 
ing incidents; but the material cannot 
be fully appreciated without some knowl- 
edge of the problems facing the new 
community of Israel. The many back- 
grounds of the newcomers, the many 
religious viewpoints which are given 
expression there, the varying codes of 
law which have to be reconciled with 
one another—all these play their part. 
But what is most striking about the 
stories of this judge’s experiences is the 
nature of the people with whom he has 
had to deal. The book presents an aspect 
of life in Israel not articulated until 
now. 


Exploring the Negev 


@ v:crscotoeicat activity always has a 
a 


scination for those of us who sit at 
home and dream of adventure. Dr. Nel- 
son Glueck, the distinguished archaeolo- 
gist, has noted down the results of his 
researches in RIVERS IN THE DESERT: 
A HIsTorRY OF THE NEGEV. This report 
of his labors has the additional attrac- 
tion of making the desert in the South 
of Israel bloom before our eyes. Even 
while the young Israelis give their sweat 
and blood to make its rocks and sands 
productive, the archaeologist proves that 
the Negev really was productive in days 
gone by. 

Dr. Glueck wrote this report, not ex- 
pressly for the Jewish Publication Soci- 
ety, but at the invitation of a commercial 
publisher and for non-Jewish readers. 
His comments are therefore somewhat 
more general and include material which 

ay not be of direct concern to some 

f our readers. We nevertheless felt that 

our members ought to have an oppor- 
tunity to obtain this book as a member- 
ship selection. 


In Hellenic Times 


Another volume on our list, HELLENIS- 
TIC CIVILIZATION AND THE JEWS, is based 





Jackets of the first two Covenant Books 
to be published in 1959: Eve Merriam’s 
story of Emma Lazarus and Robert D. 
Abrahams’ biography of Major Alfred 
Mordecai. 


on newly-found and newly-interpreted 
literary source material. The author, the 
late Professor Victor Tcherikover of the 
Hebrew University, was among the fore- 
most authorities on the Hellenistic age. 
A vast amount of documentary material 
has in recent years come to light dealing 
with life in what we now call the Near 
East during the centuries from the con- 
quest of Alexander to the Byzantine 
period. The relationships between Greek 
and Jew, between Judaism and the 
Hellenistic civilization which surrounded 
it, resulted in a great inheritance for 
western civilization. Altogether this is 
a remarkably well-documented and well- 
told story. Dr. Tcherikover’s outline of 
the events which led to the Maccabean 
struggle is but one of the novel inter- 
pretations which readers will enjoy. 
(Continued on Page 7) 











Record Response Greets 
Volume of Baeck Essays 


The initial printing of JUDAISM AND 
CHRISTIANITY, by Dr. Leo Baeck, is 
one of the largest in the recent his- 
tory of the Jewish Publication Soci- 
ety, according to a report by Executive 
Secretary Lesser Zussman. The Baeck 
volume, issued in November, is the 
next-to-last in the Society’s 1958 pub- 
lishing program, to be followed by 
Volume 60 of the AMERICAN JEWISH 
YEAR Book, which will appear in the 
first quarter of 1959. 

A special edition of this collection 
of essays by the late, eminent theo- 
logian, has been printed for the Leo 
Baeck Institute, which is distributing 
its copies in Britain and Israel, as 
well as in the U.S. 

The response to this work, trans- 
lated from the German by Professor 
Kaufmann of Princeton University 
according to Dr. Baeck’s express re- 
quest, has evoked wide-spread expres- 
sions of keen regret that the author 
did not live to see its publication, 
since he looked on this volume as an 
opportunity to have his essays read 
by a wider, English-speaking audi- 
ence. Dr. Baeck died in December of 
1956. 

Included in the volume are the es- 
says entitled ‘Romantic Religion,” 
“The ‘Son of Man’,” “Mystery and 
Commandment,” “The Gospel as a 
Document of the History of the 
Jewish Faith,” and “The Faith of 
Paul.” 





Dr. Joseph Klausner 


We mourn the loss of Dr. Joseph 
Klausner, who passed away last month 
in Jerusalem. 

An evaluation and appreciation of 
Dr. Klausner’s work is being prepared 
by Dr. Benzion Nethanyahu, the noted 
Israeli author and editor, and _ will 
appear in our next issue. 
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British Edition of Bible & 
Hailed by London Chronicle 


(Continued from Page 3) 


bodies in the United States—the Cen- 
tral Conference of American Rabbis 
(Reform), the Rabbinical Assembly 
(Conservative), and the Rabbinical 
Council (Orthodox )—were setting up 
a committee to undertake, in conjunc- 
tion with the Jewish Publication So- 
ciety of America, a new English 
translation of the Bible. It was then 
estimated that this work might take 
a decade to complete. 

“These observations, of course, in no 
way diminish the gratitude that is 
due to the Cambridge University 
Press for the present production. I 
appears, appropriately enough, in th 
year that marks the seventieth anni- 
versary of the Jewish Publication So- 
ciety. And it also affords another 
reminder that the English Bible con- 
stitutes one of the strongest links in 
the chain which binds together the 
great English-speaking countries.” 


December, 1958 





Our List for 1959 


(Continued from Page 5) 
In Christian Spain 


Another contribution to the history of 

e Jewish people is Professor Yitzhak 
Baer’s book, A HISTORY OF THE JEWS IN 
CHRISTIAN SPAIN. Translated from the 
Hebrew, this volume will make available 
to the interested reader and student the 
most authoritative description of the 
heights to which the Jews rose in Spain 
and the depths to which they descended 
as a result of the events which trans- 
pired on the Iberian Peninsula. The con- 
trast with the Tcherikover volume is 
striking in this one respect: in the 
Hellenistic age the Jews were usually 
the masters of their fate; in the Spanish 
period they had practically no chance 
to guide their fortunes. 

Baer’s has been a difficult book to 
translate from the original Hebrew. 
Moreover, a new Hebrew edition has 
appeared recently and we shall want to 

evise our translation to include the new 
eo Its publication in English is 

romised for the end of the year 1959. 
It is our ardent hope that the promise 
can be kept. 


The Italian Renaissance 


One more volume will complete the list 
of ten. Titled THE JEWS IN THE RENAIS- 
SANCE, it is the story of the important 
part which the Jews piayed in the Italian 
Renaissance. The fact that the author of 
this book is the well known Dr. Cecil 
Roth serves as a guarantee that its in- 


teresting and important story is told in 
popular and readable style. The subject 
has its own fascination, since the Renais- 
sance era laid the foundation for much 
of western civilization. The men of the 
Renaissance were a vivid and challenging 
lot. Now we can become acquainted with 
the Jews of that period and note how 
much intellectual liveliness and sense of 
adventure they took over from their 
environment. 

It is our sincere hope that these books 
will prove stimulating and informative, 
and that our 1959 list will add substan- 
tially to the sum total of Jewish knowl- 
edge contained in our earlier publications. 


Scope of Bible Project Expand 
As Fund Surpasses First Goal 


(Continued from Page 1) 


This, being the end of the year, 
may be an appropriate occasion to 
remind those who have been meaning 
to enter their pledges as Sponsors of 
the newly-enlarged Bible project, but 
have not yet done so, that a commit- 
ment made before the end of Decem- 
ber may be applied to this year’s tax 
structure. 

For the convenience of those wish- 
ing to act now, we have reproduced 
below the Sponsor’s Enrollment Form, 
which may be used to enter a pledge 
in support of the gigantic effort of 
scholarship now well along towards 
its second milestone. 





Edwin Wolf, 2nd, President 





SPONSOR’S ENROLLMENT FORM 


The Jewish Publication Society of America 
, @” N. Fifteenth St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Please enroll me as a Sponsor of the monumental project to revise the JPS transla- 
tion of the Bible. I enclose an initial payment in the amount of $25 and agree to 
contribute $25 annually during each of the next five years for a total of $150, as my 
share of the sum of $300,000 required to prepare and publish the revised version. 
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Three permanent classics of Jewish life 
and thought have been published in 
paperback editions by the Society, in co- 
operation with Meridian Books, to make 
these great works available to a wider 
reading public. 


Jewish Life in the Middle Ages, by Israel 
Abrahams, has been reprinted many 
times, but has been unavailable during 
the past few years. The work by the 
noted English scholar is a detailed study 
of the rich community life that gave 
rise to much of contemporary Jewish 


culture. ($1.45) & 
Studies in Judaism is a selection of te 

of Solomon Schechter’s renowned essays, 
culled from his three-volume work of the 
same title. They deal with central per- 
sons, concepts and movements in Jewish 
tradition. ($1.45) 

Margolis and Marx’s History of the Jew- 
ish People is the pre-eminent one-volume 
Jewish history, a landmark in Jewish his- 
torical writing, a marvel of condensation, 
yet thorough, comprehensive and emi- 
nently readable. ($1.95) 
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